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Remarks 

Claims 2-22 and 24-34 are presently pending. Claims 1 and 23 were previously canceled. 
Claims 32-34 are added. Support for the added claims may be found in the specification as filed, 
passim. Specific support for added claim 32 may be found, inter alia, at page 5, lines 20-22; 
support** added claim 33 may be found in the Examples, including frontpage 11, hne 19 to 

may be found at page 8, lines 3-12. 

Applicant also amends the specification to identify the serial number of the co-pending 
patent applicationpreviouslyreferencedby an Attorney Docket No. This amendment is offered 
to address the objection noted in Paragraph 5 of the Office Action. 

riaim Rejections Under 35 tt.slc S 103(a) 

TheExaminer introduces therejection of claims 2-7, 14-19, and 24-29 under 35 USC § 
l 0 3(a)asrendered obvious ovexlhe disclosure ofUS.PatentNo. 5,099,088 (Usami) in view of 

EuropeanPatentNo. 971369 (DeRidder). 1 

TheExaminer relies on the primary Usami reference for teaching of all features of the 
rejected claims except for the claimed sealant material comprising a silicone gel and a 
ik^W.*^^*^* TbeExarninersentimcharactenzationof 

the Usami references is as follows: 

- usami teaches a method of sealing a scalable device/enclosable container ^ 
a »Kri^m«wL^ utilizing a flexible sealant comprising a stltcone gel. Note that 

liable device/^^^ 

the use of a silicone gel containing microsphere fiUers. (Office Action at page ; 
(citations omitted). 



7^^~7to4eDeRtoEjttopean Patent reference in the Office Action refer to its related U.S. Patent 
(6 W70 XSnt will do &e same in this Amendment and Response. 
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The Examiner then provides a detailed explanation setting forth the alleged similarities 
between the claimed sealant material and the crossiinkable silicone gel-forming compositions 
disclosed by the secondary De Ritter reference, relying on this disclosure to support the 
obviousness rejection. As for the motivation to combine the teachings of the two references, the 
Examiner states that "De Ridder teaches the use of a silicone gel containing a hollow 
compressible filler for an electrically insulation [sic] seal. The motivation of using this silicone 
gel is to effectively fill the hollow body that the silicone gel composition intended to fill in." 
(Office Action at page 4). 

Applicant respectfully offers the following traversal. The Examiner's concentration on 
the teachings of the secondary De Ridder reference and its disclosure of certain crossiinkable 
silicone gel-forming compositions ignores several other features of the rejected claims not taught 
by Usami, either alone or in combination with the De Ridder reference. Usami discloses a means 
for splicing conductive wires that makes use of a support member in which the a wire splice is 
embedded in a sealant that is capable of retaining a gel-like tackiness. (See, e.g., col. 4, lines 6- 
27). Three specific embodiments of the means and the support structure are disclosed in the 
| reference, only two of which can possibly be considered enclosable. The support structure of one 

embodiment includes a half-shell configuration and is exemplified by Figure 1 (reproduced 
below): 
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A second embodiment includes a cylindrical support structure and is depicted in Figure 
11 (reproduced below): 




'5 ■ FI6.II 



In neither these two nor any of the other embodiments shown in Usami is it taught or 
suggested to close an enclosable container in a manner where a sealant material is compressed in 
the manner recited in the rejected claims. Indeed, just the opposite is taught with respect to the 
cylindrical embodiment of Figure 1 1, where splicing means (1 1) is fitted with a ring that engages 
the slit of the body to expand the ends and forcibly open the slit, allowing a splice to be 
embedded in a sealant and closed again "by virtue of its own restoring force." (CoL 5, lines 51- 
68). Thus far from teaching or suggesting the methods and devices of the rejected claims, in at 
least this facet, the Usami reference teaches away from them. 

The Usami reference fails too in several other respects relevant to several of the 
dependent claims. Nowhere, for example, does the Usami reference teach the geometric 
relationship between the two portions of sealant material recited in dependent claims 3, 17 and 
26. As for the newly added claims, the Usami reference foils to teach or suggest pre-molding of 
the sealant material, a sealant material having a tack or tackiness of less than 2.0 grams or a 
container in which less than its entire interior portion is filled with a sealant. 

The De Ridder reference cures none of these fundamental defects in Usami. Nor does the 
Examiner rely upon De Ridder for such teaching, as it is cited only for the alleged compositional 
teaching of the claimed sealant materials. Applicant respectfully submits that neither the rejected 
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claims nox the newly added claims are rendered obvious over the disclosure of Usami in view of 



De Ridder and therefore requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection. 

The Examiner also introduces the rejection of claims 8-13, 20-22 and 30-31 under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious over Usami in view of De Ridder and Japanese Patent Publication JP 
63-280766 (Matsumoto). The Examiner relies on the Matsumoto reference for disclosure of a 
silica filler of the type recited in the rejected dependent claims. 

Without acquiescing to the Examiner's assertions with respect to the scope of the 
disclosure of Matsumoto or the motivation to combine the Matsumoto reference with either the 
Usami or the De Ritter references, Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection on substantially 
the same grounds as provided above. The Matsumoto cures none of the recited defects in the 
teachings of the Usami and De Ridder references and therefore cannot in combination with either 
or both references be found to render the rejected claims obvious. Applicant respectfully 
requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection. 



In view of the offered amendments and remarks, Applicant respectfully submits that the 
application is in condition for allowance and requests its reconsideration. 



Conclusion 



Respectfully submitted, 





Date 



John A. Burtis, Reg. No.: 39,924 
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Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
Facsimile No.: 651-736-3833 
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